Send a Message Night:  Points to Consider…
1.  The state has cut funding to California schools by $17 billion in the last two years and is looking to cut another $900 million from this year’s funding and 2.4 billion for next year!
2.  The Education portion of the California budget is only 40% but in the last two years public schools have had to absorb 60% of the budget cuts.  We understand that the state is in a recession, but why should schools be penalized more than the other entities?
3.  Our school had to cut our band and choir program for this year and our art program got cut by 50%.   If more budget cuts go through for next year, our school will have to cut the art program entirely, will have to eliminate our after school sports and league athletics, will eliminate the GATE Program, all new technology upgrades, all field trips and special activities, and we could even lose our instructional assistants and tutors, and the list goes on and on.
4.  We lost summer school and we will lose our after-school program.

5.  California ranks 46th in the entire nation in per student funding for public schools.
6.  The state legislature consistently finds ways around the Proposition 98 guarantee that requires the state to fund public school at a minimum level, and this cheats students (my child) out of a quality education.  

7.  My child will now experience an inferior education to the one I received growing up in California because the legislature will not stop their partisan fighting and fix education funding.

8.  A recent Field Poll showed that less than 20% of voters approved of the job the state legislature was doing.  Count me as one of those 20%!
9.  Our school district, is required to balance its budget every year or risk penalties.  Yet, the legislature cannot balance the state budget or even get it completed before the legal deadline.  

10.   The non-partisan Public Policy Institute of California asked those surveyed which of the four main areas of state spending they would most want to protect from budget cuts, and 58% chose K-12 public education.

11.  Our school has an API of 823, one of the highest in our area.  The state expects us to keep raising test scores and helping our under-achieving students.  How do you expect our school to do this when you cut their funding and they have to eliminate the very resources and programs that help our kids to score well?   This just doesn’t make sense!

12.  Our school has invested in state-of-the-art technology in order to prepare our children for the digital age they live in.  These funding cuts will eliminate my school’s ability to keep that technology upgraded and updated the way it should be.
