March 9, 2010
                                        SAMPLE     SAMPLE    SAMPLE     SAMPLE     SAMPLE     SAMPLE
Dear:
I am the mother of two students enrolled in Castle Rock Elementary School in Castella California.  I will get straight to the point of my writing this letter.  As a parent I know that my School Board and the Superintendent have struggled to try to absorb the funding cuts and yet maintain the same wonderful educational opportunities that I as a parent have come to expect from this small family-oriented school that my son and daughter have grown to love and appreciate.  
I know the Board has had to spend down the district’s once adequate economic uncertainty reserves in order to do that, and now we are faced not only with eliminating every single program and staff member other than teachers and textbooks, but even if we do all that, our outlook for the next two years is now uncertain.  

You should know that this little school in the heart of our rural community has been in continuous existence since the 1887-1888 school year, and has provided a high quality educational experience for generations of local families.  Recently, our Shasta County Board of Supervisors issued a formal proclamation declaring 

March 5, 2010 as “Castle Rock School Heritage Day” in all of Shasta County in acknowledgement of our significant contribution to education in Shasta County.

Our school has a current API score of 823, (one of the highest in our area) and we consistently meet all of our state and federal growth targets and achievement scores.  We have state-of-the-art technology with a fully wireless internet for the entire school and we use the new electronic whiteboards in classrooms.  We are clearly meeting the high academic achievement expectations of both the State of California and the federal government under the No Child Left Behind Act.
Tell me, why then, should my school be penalized with over 18% Revenue limit reductions for this year and next year?  Our school has already cut out its band and choir program and has cut the art program by half.  If the proposed cuts go through this year, next year the school says it will have to cut out the art program, the GATE Program, all league athletics, educational assistants, tutors, new technology upgrades, and the list goes on.   Why??  Why is it that the state legislature has cut schools by $17 billion dollars?  Why have schools been made to absorb 60% of the budget cuts?  Why should my children have to receive an inferior education?
Please know that I will not put up with this, that I am paying attention, that I vote, and frankly, if you are not part of the education funding solution, I will consider you to be a part of the problem and I will vote for anyone who runs against you.   It is simply not acceptable that this is the condition of education funding in California.  We can do better than 46th in the nation for education funding and as my elected official I expect you to act and to act swiftly to stop the cuts to education and to restore the funding Castle Rock School needs to provide my children with the quality educational experience they deserve.
Sincerely,

NOTE: No public funds were authorized or utilized in the writing or distribution of this document.


