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The State of California has officially designated the first full week in March as the “Week of the School Administrator.”  During that week, the state encourages “schools, school districts, and county superintendents of schools to observe the week with public recognition of the contribution that school administrators make to successful pupil achievement.”   As a school administrator and long-time educator, I can appreciate the sentiment behind this recognition, but frankly, given the governor’s recent budget proposal calling for further cuts specifically targeting school administration, the state declaration seems hypocritical at best.  Given this, could there possibly be a better week for a school administrator to stand up and use the “Bully Pulpit” of their position to call attention to the devastating and on-going cuts to education and how those cuts are affecting schools’ ability to continue to provide a high quality educational experience for their students?
Our School Board thought that the “Week of the School Administrator” would be the perfect time to do exactly that, and by a unanimous vote, they passed a resolution that states in part; “Whereas it is the responsibility and duty of California’s elected officials to resolve the issues surrounding the current fiscal crisis and to restore the cuts made to California education, now therefore be it resolved that a “Send a Message Night” shall be held on March 9th for the purpose of encouraging parents and members of the school community to compose letters to the state legislators who oversee the state budget and have direct influence over the funding of public education in California.”  
Our district’s “Send a Message Night” event was well attended with parents, staff, and community members coming together to hear a presentation about the ugly facts surrounding the current funding crisis. Of particular interest was the fact while accounting for only 40 percent of the total state budget, public education has been hit with 60 percent of the budget cuts in the last two years.  Equally dismaying was the fact that California ranks 46th in the nation for annual per pupil funding. Attendees were then given an information packet to use as a reference as they gathered in our classrooms to compose their letters to law-makers.  
Parents were also provided with the letters their children had written to legislators highlighting what they (the students) love about their school, what they have had to give up or what they might lose due to budget cuts. 
One student wrote: “I am a fifth grade student and I am happy with my school and I learn a lot here, but I am not happy with the cuts that are happening.” Parents read these letters with great interest and it was clear that their children’s words reinforced their resolve to speak up as they in turn wrote their own letters to Sacramento.
Our parent’s letters made it clear to our legislators that they are paying attention, that they vote, and that they are upset and even angry that the lack of leadership in Sacramento has directly affected the quality of their children’s education.  A significant number of these letter writers also voiced the determination to use their vote to “Send a Message” to the capitol that they are tired of the partisan politics that have burdened schools and their children with an undue share of the state’s budget cuts. One parent wrote: “I am a registered voter and my support will only go to those who are as adamant as I am when it comes to educating our youth and making education our first priority.”  Our school community has spoken, has yours?
