General Ideas and Information
Note:  We don’t ever want to be harsh or too mean-spirited because messages like that won’t get read, they’ll just get tossed away and that won’t do us any good.  However, that doesn’t mean we can’t show that we are frustrated or upset.  That said, the only threat that should ever be made is the legitimate right you have as a voter to refuse to support or re-elect a public official who does not serve your interests.  The best messages tell honest, sincere, and factual stories about the problem and ask for help in resolving it.  Whenever possible, share legitimate ideas (specifics) about what the official might do to help. 
1.  The main idea we want to get across to the elected official is how you feel about how these cuts have impacted your child, are impacting your child or will impact your child.  You are the parent, this is your child’s future we are talking about.   You have a right to be upset about this and you have every right to let your elected officials know this.

2.  It’s good to let them know that you are paying attention to what is going on in Sacramento.  You want them to realize that you are a voter, and that you will exercise your right to vote in order to “Send a Message” if your elected official does not look out for your interests which in this case is adequate school funding so that your child can have a wonderful educational experience. 

3.  You want to let them know that you are a taxpayer and that you don’t think your school is wasting money, in fact you can tell them that your school has been finding ways to do more with less, but that they can’t do any more than they are already doing and the cuts need to stop.  You can tell your elected official that as a parent, you are very concerned that one more round of cuts will eliminate some of the things you feel are essential to your child’s educational experience in school.

4.  You might want to read your child’s letter and take some quotes or information from that letter and use them to include in your own letter.  
There should be nothing more powerful to a legislator than a frustrated parent (voter) quoting their own son or daughter in order to point out the poor job that the legislator is doing in the area of school funding.  

