An Open Letter to the Greater California Education Community
March 29, 2010

Dear supporters of adequate funding for public education,

In 1925, former California State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Will C. Wood (1880-1939) wrote about the events surrounding the first Constitutional Convention of California (1849) and he noted the beliefs and ideals of some of the leaders and visionaries in attendance.  
One such delegate was Robert Semple from Solano County who spoke at the convention saying, “I regard education as a subject of particular importance here in California, from our location and the circumstances under which we are placed, the immense value of our lands and the extent and wealth of the country.”  Semple continued, “I think that here, above all places in the Union, we should have and we possess the resources to have, a well regulated system of education.  Education, sir, is the foundation, sir, is the foundation of republican (democratic) institutions; the school system suits the genius and spirit of our form of government.  If the people are to govern themselves they should be qualified to do it.  They must be educated; they must educate their children; they must provide means for the diffusion of knowledge and the progress of enlightened principles.”
Mr Wood went on to note* that “No other state can boast of the enrollment of so large a proportion of its population.  No other people has been so generous in its support of education as the people of California.  The vision of Semple and other pioneer statesmen has been realized.” 

Or has it?  In the intervening 86 years since Superintendent Wood wrote those words, education funding in California has been subject to a number of “Boom and Bust” cycles.  

With the possible exception of the Great Depression, we have never seen such dramatic funding cuts to schools, or witnessed the wholesale dismantling of the programs and support-systems that schools need to motivate and assist students in reaching their greatest potential.
It is now incumbent upon those who value public education to inform themselves and others and to speak up about this unprecedented “targeting” of school funding and its real potential for robbing the current generation of California students of a high-quality and comprehensive educational experience.
In whatever form this speaking up or “Sending a Message” takes, it must be done now, it must be done relentlessly, and it must be done until the cuts to public education cease, and the funding that has been cut previously (and that was promised would be restored) is returned directly to local school districts.
As Will C. Wood wrote in 1925, “California believes in education and has manifested her faith in schooling in a very substantial way.”  If we still believe in education, we must re-new our faith in schooling and we must continue to manifest that faith in substantial ways.
Thank-you for your support,

Mark D. Telles                                     *(Virtual Museum of San Francisco website: http://www.sfmuseum.org/hist3/schools.html)
