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Castle Rock Elementary School
Website:www.castlerockschool.net

December 2010
Winter Holiday Break-  Please note that Friday December 17th will be a regular full school day.  
We will return to school on Monday, January 3rd.  We wish you a very Happy Holiday Season and we hope that you’ll be able to enjoy some quality time with your family and friends and that your travels are safe and uneventful.  May the joy of the winter season grace your home and hearth.
NEW Snowy/ Winter Weather procedures- NOTE: For school closure or late starts, we will use our new automated call system which will automatically call the number you have told us is the best way to get in touch with you.  To test this new system, on Wednesday Dec. 8 at 6:30 am you will be receiving a TEST CALL from the school to make sure that the system is fully operational.  Please make sure we have your current phone number prior to that test call.  Please call the school at 235-0101 if you think we might not have the correct contact number.  Please note that we will also continue to contact the radio stations and you will be able to hear about any closures or late starts on KZRO, KWHO, or JPR.
For early dismissals, (once students are already at school) we will make individual phone calls from school. You MUST have a current working phone number in order to be contacted as it is your responsibility to be available to the school for emergency calls. IMPORTANT:  Please make sure we have a good, working phone number as no child will be dropped off early without parent contact.  If we cannot reach you by phone we will keep your child at school and you will need to come to the school to pick her or him up.
As we’ve already experienced the first snows of winter it’s a good time to review winter transportation procedures.  Safe transportation is always our priority when making decisions regarding school closures, late starts, and early release days.  For safety, our school busses are equipped with both automatic chains and studded snow tires and will always be traveling at speeds appropriate to road conditions.  Please note that we will follow our regular daily bus schedules as closely as possible but please be patient if there are snowy conditions as our drivers will be driving extra carefully and being cautious for safety reasons.

Basketball Season-  Following our great volleyball season, we will be having a girls basketball team this year, (not enough boys for a boys team unfortunately) and coach Marv will be sending home permission slips and practice schedules soon.  We sincerely appreciate your continued support for our athletic program as we strive to promote hard work (practice) skills, teamwork, character, and sportsmanship.
Trimester Awards Assembly-  Please be sure to join us on December 10th at 1:30 pm. for our First Trimester Awards Assembly.  We will be awarding Perfect Attendance awards for the trimester as well as Academic Excellence awards. We will also be celebrating our four Students of the Month for November.  We hope to see you there!  Please note: We have a lot of “lost” clothing that students have left here at school that we will put out for parents to look through at the awards assembly.  Whatever is not picked up between now and Dec. 10th will be donated to charity.  Thanks for your help with this.
Santa’s Secret Shoppe- On December 15 and 16, the Hive Keepers will be hosting our annual holiday shopping opportunity for our students.   We will kick off this event with a visit by a special guest Santa who will pose for photos with any student who would like that opportunity.  There will also be a non-denominational winter-scene photo area for students who would prefer that option. This wonderful event is made possible by generous donations from the CRS staff/ and our school community.  You can help out too! Please look for a flyer from the Hive Keepers that will be coming home soon.
NOTE: The Hive Keepers will be meeting on Friday December 3RD at 1:00 pm in the CRS library.
Life Skill/Character Trait for December- Our school-wide Life Skill/Character Trait for the month of December is “RESPONSIBILITY.”   Please take the time to talk to your children about the importance of being responsible and why the idea of responsibility is so important to being successful in life. We will be doing the same thing here at school.
